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Regeneration and Transport  Item  5 

21 January 2010 
 

 
Lobbying on Investment in Rail Capacity 
 
Summary 

 
Members have raised concerns about the scaling back of planned DfT 
investment in rolling stock as part of the previously agreed High Level Output 
Specification.  This paper updates members on LGA lobbying activity and 
discusses potential next steps. 
 
 
  
 

 
Recommendations 

 
 
Members are asked to note the update and comment on how the issue might 
best be progressed with government. 
 
 
 

Action 
 
 
As agreed by members. 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Contact Officer:  Steve Skelton 
Phone No: 020 7664 3074 
Email: steven.skelton@lga.gov.uk    
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Lobbying on Investment in Rail Capacity 
 
Background 
 
1. Members have raised concerns about the scaling back of planned DfT investment 

in rolling stock as part of the previously agreed High Level Output Specification. 
These concerns relate to the announcement by DfT in early 2009 that the 
Government was scaling back on the promised extra 1,300 heavy rail carriages to 
be delivered nationally last year, and that the HLOS order for 200 additional diesel 
carriages has been cancelled. 

 
2. Members drew specific attention to the impact of DfT decisions on the Northern 

Rail Franchise.  DfT had previously pledged 182 additional carriages for this 
franchise.  It appears that this figure is now likely to be halved. 

 
3. At their 18 November board meeting, members reiterated that the LGA must 

continue to remind government that investment in transport is needed to keep local 
economies working, and that LGA lobbying should focus on examples of positive 
outcomes achievable from investment and regeneration. 

 
Progress  
 
4. On 22 October 2009 the LGA wrote to Lord Adonis (Secretary of State for 

Transport) to raise councils’ concerns about transport spending plans and to 
express the sector’s willingness to work with government to jointly make the case 
for continued investment in transport.  Lord Adonis replied on 23 November, and a 
copy of this letter is enclosed at Annex A.  The letter:  

 
• agrees that there are many strategic benefits to continued transport investment;  
• notes that all Departments’ resources will be subject to redistribution in pursuit of 

the Government’s policy objectives; 
• sets out existing and planned investment in the network, and in particular notes 

that a transfer of diesel rolling stock to ease congestion on other lines will follow 
the electrification of the Liverpool to Manchester line (by 2013) and the Great 
Western Main Line (by 2017), and; 

• invites the LGA to meet with Chris Mole MP, Minister for Rail, to discuss these 
issues further. 

 
5. At Transport Questions on 9 December 2009, in response to a question from David 

Evennett MP (Con, Bexleyheath & Crayford) the Minister for Transport said, of the 
Government, “we remain committed to delivering 1,300 additional carriages by 
March 2014.  Some 543 new carriages have been orderedC[A]round 232 of those 
are already in service.  We are currently in negotiations for a number of other 
procurements.  As a result of our decisions to electrify railway lines, rolling stock 
requirements have changed. We will set out our revised strategy shortly.” 
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6. In response to a question from Angela Smith MP (Lab, Sheffield Hillsborough) 
asking for confirmation that the Northern Rail Franchise would still receive its 
promised allocation of carriages, the Minister replied that the Rail Minister had met 
the Greater Manchester ITA, and that the Department was working with PTEG on 
the issue.  

 
Next Steps 
 

7. The LGA will continue to raise the issues set out in this paper in its on-going 
lobbying work on transport issues, and will also make the links with lobbying on 
wider devolutionary issues, such as that focused on the development of City 
Regions and Sub-Regional governance structures.   

 
8. Members may wish to take up the suggestion, made by Lord Adonis, of a meeting 

with the Rail Minister to discuss these issues further, and will also have the 
opportunity to put related questions to Sadiq Khan at the 21 January board 
meeting.   

 
9. At its November meeting, the Board agreed that the LGA should undertake a piece 

of work aimed at protecting investment currently earmarked for transport, which 
would make the case for investment in the next spending review period as well as 
in the longer term.  It is suggested that, as part of this work, officers liaise with 
affected local authorities and interested partners such as PTEG, to develop an 
illustrative case study based on the Northern Rail Franchise example.  This case 
study might attempt to describe the impact of delays or cancellation of existing 
orders for new rolling stock on a specific franchise, its commuters and affected 
local economies. 

 

Financial Implications 

 
10. None arising from this report.  
 

Implications for Wales 

 
11. To be addressed with WLGA colleagues as appropriate. 
 
Contact Officer:  Steve Skelton 
Phone No: 020 7664 3074 
Email: steven.skelton@lga.gov.uk    
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Annex A 
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